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Exploring Transected Transculturalism
At the Borderlands of Ethnicity/Race, Gender and Identity
Transculturalism as a critical concept emphasizes the significance of continual social (inter)actions between and among certain communities as well as individuals. Some of its aims have been (1) to gather the separate dimensions of the multicultural mosaic in an effort to form a plural unity by means of triggering the dynamic potential of cultural diversity, thus enabling the possibility of fluid exchange between ethnocultural groups, while potentially dismantling divisions based on cultural, racial, gendered, or socio-economic othering; (2) to maintain an open dialogue between different cultural groups/individuals in their contact zones; (3) to shape  non-racist and non-sexist perception.

Yet, it has been argued that the shift from discourses of cultural difference to the celebration of cultural fusion is problematic, since its assumptions do not, in fact, reflect the current status quo fraught with pervasive inequalities but instead present an idealized space of cultural hybridity. In the face of the perceived threat to what are commonly seen as autonomous cultures and traditional modes of expression, the sense of liberation evoked by the thought of a transcultural future may be coupled with a sense of anxiety, as ways of life which hitherto gave a sense of identity and agency are challenged. Moreover, by seeming to equalize (ethno)cultural groups/individuals and their identities, transculturalism may paradoxically contribute to promoting essentialist racial or ethnic discourses, and ignore how the cultural production and distinctiveness of minorities are symbolically and materially contained within the spheres of power and privilege. Furthermore, in a transcultural exchange or mixing of values, the individual is neither turned into the other nor is one’s identity acknowledged to be the same as it used to be before the encounter with the dominant culture. Thus, transculturalism is a transected notion: it may promote equality but at the same time point to the fact that diversities – in the form of autonomous cultures – gradually disappear while a new diversity – embedded in transcultural permeations of different backgrounds and ways of life – is established; it may advocate non-racist and non-ethnic discourses but at the same time perpetuate them.

We particularly encourage contributions that deal specifically with the main topic of the conference.  Papers developed from such presentations will be reviewed and considered for publication on the website of the Canadian Studies Centre, University of Silesia. Presentations may also concern the following categories (themes):

· minority and Indigenous cultures and literatures

· identitarian spaces: diasporic communities, enclaves, integration/disintegration, inclusion/exclusion
· literature of the city
· place and collective and/or individual identities
· transnational, transcultural, and hybrid identities
· narratives of encounter; travel narratives: the body in transit
· the artist figure: art production and aesthetic writing crossing cultural/national boundaries

· literature and social change: present and future communities

· educational transformation and pedagogy
· feminism(s) / femininity; re-thinking the feminine Other
· sharing and utilizing traditional knowledge

· memory and personal life-experiences

· policies and practices of cultural and national identity and diversity

Paper submission details:

(1) Please, send a 250-word proposal for a 20-minute presentation (in English or French), explaining the overall focus. Include your name and institute.

(2) Proposals should be submitted electronically to: canadian.study.research@googlemail.com
(3) Deadline for abstracts: Nov, 29th 2010
(4) About Szczyrk: www.szczyk.pl
